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Robley Dunglison’s Medical Lexicon and its Contribution to

Japanese Medicine in the Meiji Era

by Yasuaki FUKASE

Dr. Torahumi Okuyama, the medical officer of the Japanese Navy, referred chiefly to Dunglison’s
Medical Lexicon : A Dictionary of Medical Science, when he compiled his English-Japanese dictionary of
medicine in the early Meiji era. Medical Lexicon was published in 1833 as the first medical dictionary
in the United States of America and the last, 23rd, edition in 1903.

Dunglison’s purpose of compiling was in accordance with his preface to the second edition: “the
Author’s object has not been to make the work a mere lexicon or dictionary of terms, but to afford, under
each, a condensed view of its various medical relations, and thus to render the work an epitome of the
existing condition of medical science.”

In its preparation he freely availed himself of not only the Greek and Latin works of the same nature,
but also the English, French, and German works. It included a brief biography and the bibliographical
writings.

Much praise was then given to this lexicon. However, incisive criticism, containing a lot of words
using in daily life and non-terminlogy, was given. But the lexicon may have been available to many
doctors and medical students in both the U. S. A. and Japan, where English-American medicine had
become the main current in the early Meiji period.
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