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A Genealogical Study of the Aiyas from the Burial Records
of Komido Temple

by Akitomo MATSUKI

The name of Kan Aiya has been widely known among Japanese medical historians, as she was the
first to have her left breast removed because of cancer under general anesthesia by a surgeon Seishu
Hanaoka on Oct 13th, 1804. Numerous papers are available concerning the surgeon Seishu Hanaoka and
his colleagues, however, little is known about his patient Kan Aiya and her family.

The author visited Komido Temple of Gojo City twice to detect the names of her family from the
temple burial records which consist of twelve volumes and in which the earliest description of death dates
back to 1673.

A total of ten people with the name Aiya were discovered in the records and they could be divided
into two families according to their posthumous names ; Gembei Aiya’s family and Wasuke Aiya’s family.
Kan Aiya belonged to the former.

It is strange to us that no exact names and dates of deaths of Kan’s father, her husband and her son
Rihei were detected in the records, but I tried to make a tentative family tree of Kan Aiya’s family. As
there are no gravestones of the family in the temple, any new documents or historical materials about her
family are necessary for further detailed study.
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