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Medicine of the Fukuoka Area over the LLast 2000 Years

Takeshi OKUMURA

The town of Hakata has prospered through being the nearest port in Japan to continental Asia.

However, trade ships visiting Hakata have unwittingly caused the introduction of contagious
diseases to Japan.

The religions which trade introduced to Hakata brought with them the spread of new medical
practices, notably Chinese medicine with Buddhism and Western medicine with Christianity.

Medical students who came from Hakata learned medicine from the Dutch at Dejima as well as in
the town of Nagasaki which had been developed by Hakata merchants.

In the Dazaifu-Kourokan Era, a medical school and “Zokumyoin”—the first national hospital in
Japan—were established.

Under the supervision of a Dutch doctor, a medical school called “Sanseikan” was founded by the
Fukuoka clan.

A prefectural hospital was built in Fukuoka during the Meiji Era. This was influenced by German
medicine and eventually grew to become the current Medical Faculty of Kyushu University.
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