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The Difficult Path to the Creation of the Nippon Medical College by Tokutaro Nakahara,
Shinrokuro Okonogi, Hiroshige Shioda and Tatsuji Kondo

By Nobuyasu KARASAWA

The Nippon Medical School Foundation had declined and was on the brink of being closed as a result
of the turmoil of May 1916. In April 1918, on the recommendation of his predecessor Masatsugu Yamane,
Tokutaro Nakahara took up the post of Principal of the School. He actively devoted himself to the task
of reviving the school with the collaboration of his colleagues Hiroshige Shioda, Shinrokuro Okonogi and
Tatsuji Kondo.

For the time being Nakahara waived his own salary. For the construction and maintenance of the
school he also donated part of the income from his own Nakahara Hospital. His unselfish enthusiasm
induced the teaching and administrative members of the staff to willingly co-operate with him. He revised
the school statutes and adopted the phrase ‘Kokki-Junko’ (Live for others’ and not for your own sake) as the
school motto.

The school gradually became fully-fledged and on 19th August, 1919, gained the status of a Medical
School officially recognized by the Minister of Education. Further, to upgrade the school to a college,
Principal Nakahara purchased the former site of Kokugakuin University in lidamachi to build the School
Hospital. Students, for their part, sold their family estates in the provinces and contributed to the
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fund-raising. On 25th February 1926 the school was upgraded to a college, but strain and overwork

brought untimely deaths to Nakahara, Okonogi and Kondo, one after the other.
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