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Prevalence of Variola Epidemics and Practice of Jennerian Vaccination
in the Hirosaki Feudal Clan in the Last Period of the Edo era.
—A Study of Matasaburo Kanagiya’s Diary—

by Akitomo MATSUKI

The history of variola epidemics and Jennerian vaccination in the Tsugaru district has been studied
by the author for the past thirty years and the study was mainly based on the formal documents of the
Hirosaki feudal clan. However, details of prevalence of the epidemics and actual circumstances of the
practice of the vaccination remained unclear, because he could not use any private documents written by
inhabitants of this area.

Recently a private diary of twenty volumes by Matasaburo Kanagiya (1801-1866) was donated to the
Hirosaki City Library. He was a rich merchant of the area and was eager to describe in his diary details
of even trifling episodes which happened to him and his relatives, as well as some events which occurred
in the area.

According to the diary, it is clear that variola epidemics prevailed every one or two years during the
period and that one of the reasons why the Hirosaki feudal clan was very passive to accept and promote
Jennerian vaccination against the epidemics was inexperienced technique of vaccination of physicians

who engaged in the practice.
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As the diary was written by a merchant, it is an important historical material to elucidate the medical

history of the Tsugaru district in the period of about 30 years from 1837 through 1864.
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