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Dr. Torafumi Okuyama, Naval Medical Officer and the Author

of the Dictionaries of Medical Terms

by Yasuaki FUKASE

Dr. Genryo Torafumi Okuyama, the second son of Dr. Genchu Okuyama of the Kaminoyama clan,
was born on Dec. 4th, 1847. His elder brother Dr. Toraakira Okuyama was promoted to Dai Ikan K[
Ei(Senior Captain), the highest rank of medical officer in the Japanese Navy, and rendered distinguished
services in the establishment of the naval medical systematization in the early Meiji era.

Dr. Trafumi Okuyama, who was appointed as medical officer of the Yokohama Army Hospital and
transferred to Daibyoin in Edo, was engaged in medical treatment of injured soldiers during the Boshin-
war in 1868.

He went to Kagoshima with William Willis and as one of the founders of the Kagoshima Medical
School, gave students education there. He resigned his naval position in 1874, when he was Dai Gun I &
H R (Senior Leutenant) and died at the age of 41 in April 16th 1887.

Dr. Torafumi Okuyama compiled A Medical Vocabulary in English and Japanese (“1go Ruizyu” [ 54
%) and Deutsch-Japanisches Hand- Worterbuch fitr Medizin (“Dokuwa Igaku Ziten  #FIPE 2% 7#1) and publi-
shed “Koen Hikki” F#450, the translation of the lectures by Dr. Edwin Wheeler.
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