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Japanese Psychiatrists Who Studied in the United States in Pre-war Years

by Yasuo OKADA

In pre-war years, the main stream of Japanese psychiatry belonged to the German school, and many
eminent psychiatrists studied in Germany.

As far as I could confirm, eleven Japanese psychiatrists studied in the United States in pre-war years.
The first one was Saburo Matsubara (1877-1936), who studied under Adolf Meyer during the years 1903
-1908. Nine psychiatrists studied in the United States during the years of World War I or just after it.
Five of them studied under Meyer, and four others at the Wistar Institute of Biology and Anatomy. The
last one, Tsuneo Muramatsu (1900-1981), studied at Harvard University during the years 1933-1935.

In pre-war years, the seeds sown by them opened into very small flowers. But in post-war years, the
seeds bore good fruit in the form of the introduction of dynamic concepts into Japanese psychiatry.
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