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The Authentication of Modern Japanese Acupucture

by Jun HAMADA and Eiichi NAGAO

The Meiji Government that modernized Japan decided-the direction which adopted Western medicine
positively and eliminated Oriental medicine, and carried out the policy to inhibit acupuncture (1874).

However, there was no concrete system until 1885, when the Ministry of Home Affairs issued a report
to entrust the permission and superintendence of acupuncture to each prefecture.

On the other hand, modern education for the blind was begun in various parts of the country in 1878,
and acupuncture was adopted as a vocational course. The Rakuzenkai Blind School began Anma and
acupuncture in 1881, but in 1885 acupuncture was removed from the curriculum and put under the direct
control of the Ministry of Education. The Principal of the School, Ryokichi Yatabe, had doubts about
this and sent a question to Tokyo Imperial University.

The answer to it (1887) was to recognize acupuncture, and this recognition became an admission of
the revival of acupuncture in the course of blind education and the basis of the thought in legislation for
modern Japanese acupuncture.

There is a high possibility that the reply to Yatabe was influenced by the article of Sansaku Okumura
(1864-1912), a blind man in Kanazawa City, which appeared in the 157th issue of “Iji Shimbun” (1885).
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