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Medical education and Murai family of doctors in Higo
by Toshiyuki HAMADA

The Murai family (f4##%) was a family of doctors since the middle of the Edo period to the
Meiji in Kumamoto. Tomoyasu Murai (f#4%) started as a doctor in Kumamoto-fu. Kemboku
Murai (it REAY was Tomoyasu’s eldest son. Kemboku was ordered to establish a public medical
school, the so-called Saishun-kan (m#f), by the eighth lord of Kumamoto feudal clan, Sigekata
Hosokawa (4111 &%E).

The school was opened in 1756. Though Kemboku was blind at that time, his eldest son
Kinzan (3l) supported him in managing the school as a professor.

After Kemboku, Kinzan, Shosetsu (#=), Kinzan’s eldest son, Hakuyou (), Shosetsu’s
brother, Suikei (@), Kimpo (s£i), Suikei’s brother, and Ryoun (#=), Suikei’s eldest son, were
successive doctors of the Murais. Six doctors, from Kemboku to Kimpo, served the school.

The school was closed in 1870.
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