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An introduction to the study of medical history
in the provinces

by Akitomo MATSUKI

The importance of the study of medical history has long been discussed in many papers and
books in this field.

Many Japanese investigators of medical history may have a prejudice in believing that only
the medical history of the capitals such as Kyoto or Edo is the correct history of Japanese
medicine. It may be accepted that the medical history of Kyoto and Edo is the main stream of
Japanese history of medicine, but this history could be more complete, if it were described from
a view point of its close relationship with the medical history of the many other provinces in
Japan.

My study of medical history dates back about thirty years,from when I was a medical student.
At first I started to study the history of Jennerian vaccination in the Tsugaru district, the northern
part of the mainland of Japan, and later I found it to be closely associated with that of
Hokkaido.

Jennerian vaccination was brought to St. Petersburg from England through Latvia and then it
was transmitted to Siberia within several years after Jenner’s discovery. The method was acciden-
tally introduced to Japan by a Japanese, Goroji Nakagawa, in 1812, who happened to have been

taken to Siberia in 1807. The practice of Jennerian vaccination by Nakagawa was carried out on
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a small scale in Hokkaido, but that was its first trial in Japan. It had a great impact on many
physicians in the Kyoto area, who had wanted to introduce this method to Japan for a long
time, because they had received information about it only through medical books writtern in
Dutch. This is a proof that even the medical history of the province of Hokkaido can not be
neglected in the medical history of Japan.

Another sample of a provincial history of medicine that can not be neglected from the view
point of Japanese medicine is the cultivation of the poppy. The Tsugaru district was the first
place in Japan where the poppy was introduced to make opium. This episode is very interesting
and important for Japanese medicine; being deeply related to the pharmacotherapeutic history of
Japan. This story had not been elucidated clearly before 1 began to investigate.

T would like to propose that the correct history of Japanese medicine should consist of integra-

ted information on the correct medical history of each province in Japan.
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