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Soseki Natsume’s stomach trouble and his literature

——with priority given to the ‘‘serious condition at Shuzenji”’——

by Masao TAKAHASHI

How can we interpret or signify the critical disease of Soseki Natsume——the terrible hematemesis

from a gastric ulcer in the late summer of the 43 rd year of Meiji and his subsequent struggle under

medical treatment for one and a half years ?

Having been tortured by the dangerous disease, at least, Soseki himself or his literature seems to

have performed a problematic turnabout from what is called the phase of romantic self-intellectualism

to that of the more fundamental self-sense.

If so, what on earth was the meaning of the developmental metamorphosis of the self quest in

Soscki’s literature which had been achieved after crossing the boundary line of the “serious condition

at Shuzenji” ?

The purport of the present essay is in a discussion of this point.
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