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A bibliographical study of the “Jingui Yaolue” (2)
—The “Xinbian Jingui Yaolue Fanglun” published by an anonymous person
in the Ming dynasty and its related editions—

by Makoto MAYANAGI, Hiroshi KOSOTO -

The “Jingui Yaolue” (4:[E#%ing), originally written by Zhang Zhongjing (#Efh5) at the end of the
Dong-Han dynasty, was first edited and published in the Bei-Sung dynasty. However, the original Bei-
Sung-edition has long since been lost, and all of the now prevalent texts have more or less undergone
further modifications. Therefore, there is no general agreement as to which text most faithfuly reflects
the original work of the “Jingui Yaolue”.

The present authors have done research into extant editions in Japan, China and Taiwan, and
have found two old editions of the different versions of the “Jingui Yaolue” which were published
by Deng Zhen (3%, the Deng-Zhen-edition) and an anonymous person (the AP-edition) respectively.
(In the 1st report the authors studied the former edition.)

It is reported in the “Keiseki Hokoshi”, a catalogue of books compiled at the end of the Edo period,
that Motoyasu Taki once had a copy of the AP-edition (the Taki-book) here in Japan (but it has been
missing since that time). Therefore, we have conducted research using a copy of the AP-edition owned
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by the China Science Academy Library in Beijing (book-A) and another manuscript of the AP-edition
owned by the Palace Museum in Taibei (book-B). From the study, the following conclusions have been
made:

1) Book-B is an intermediate manuscript based on the Taki-book. The Taki-book and book-A are
different versions within the same edition.

2) The AP-edition was published between the Zhengde (iEff) era and the Jiajing GE¥) era of the
middle Ming dynasty, and it is supposed that the Deng-Zhen-edition is the oldest and that the AP-
edition is the second oldest extant copy of the “Jingui Yaolue”.

3) The comparative study between the AP-edition and the Yu-Qiao (fitf)-edition (which is already
known) made clear that they both had been derived from an unknown original, book-X. The compara-
tive study among the Deng-Zhen-edition, the AP-edition and the Yu-Qjiao-edition has also made clear
that book-X had been made from a copy of the Deng-Zhen-edition (which has a missing leaf). Rela-
tions and differences in the transformations between these editions are summarized in Fig. 2.

4) This reasoning leads us to doubt the validity of the view expressed in the “Keisei Hokoshi” that
the AP-edition is a copy of the Sung-edition.

5) The AP-edition containing more misprints, blanks and omissions than any edition, is not con-
sidered as a reliable (source) text. Therefore, a student of medical history should refer to the Deng-
Zhen-edition which has much more value from a bibliographical viewpoint.
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