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The Institute for Infectious Diseases under the jurisdiction
of the Ministry of Home Affairs

by Takeshi ODAKA

The institute was originally founded in 1892 by the Private Health Association of Japan but later
in 1899 came under the supervision of the Ministry of Home Affairs. Dr. Shibasaburo Kitasato was the
director and the main staff members were his students. In 1905, it was merged with the Lymph Institute
and the Serum Institute which until then had existed as government enterprises.

The function of the institute was the study of the etiology, prophylaxis and treatment of infectious
diseases. In addition its duties included assisting and promoting the efforts of the government sanitary
authorities. These duties included investigating general matters of hygiene in regards to national health.
On request, suspected materials were examined, either bacteriologically or pathologically. It also
undertook examinations of prophylactic, disinfecting, curative and diagnostic materials. For instructing
outside physicians and others in preventive medicine, a three-months special course was provided. The
preparation and supply of lymph, sera, vaccines and other bacteriological products for prophylactic and
curative purposes for public use were incumbent upon the institute, and also it was to be responsible
for issuing official approval for those preparations. In connection with the laboratory work a hospital
was attached to the institute.

In 1914, the control of the institute was transferred to the Ministry of Education. This article
summarizes the activities of the institute when it was under the Jurisdiction of the Ministry of Home
Affairs, using the institute’s official annual reports.
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