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An Inquiry into the Translation Process of Ogata Koan's
“Hu-shi Keiken Ikun (Enchiridion Medicum by Hufeland)”

by Akira NAKAMURA

“Hu-shi Keiken Ikun” is a representative work of rangaku (Dutch learning) from the late Edo
period. The translation from the Dutch edition started in the Tempo age (about 1840 A.D.), and the
final translated work was published in the 4th year of the Ansei period. (1857 A.D.).

The author studied a copy of the preliminary translation, a copy of the intermediate translation and
the published book of “Hu-shi Keiken Ikun”, while referring to the original Dutch edition. This revealed
the differences between the preliminary translation and the published edition in connection with the
technical terms, sentences, translator’s comments and appendix.

The author has shown that the Japanese names of 59 diseases in the preliminary translatoin were
different in the published edition. For the Japanese names of narcotica, several words were used in the
preliminary translation, but “masui-yaku” was adopted in the published edition.

Japanese sentences were also altered a great deal in the published edition. The author presumes that
the preliminary translation was performed by Koan’s disciples and that Koan later modified the
words and sentences.

Furthermore, the translator’s comments are important because we are able to understand the
translator’s situation and thinking. The author has given some examples of such comments.

The translator’s comments were included in the appendix. However, the preliminary and inter-
mediate stages of translation (being incomplete) do not include such comments.

In addition, the author has proposed a solution concerning the riddle as to why the translator’s
foreword in the published edition was dated as the 13th year of Tempo.
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