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Translations of western child care books in the
early Meiji period (1870s)
by Hideo KOJIMA

During the decade from the middle of the 1870s, Japan witnessed a flood of translations of western
home management and child care books. The major impetus for this flood was that Japanese leaders
believed that the education of women to become knowledgeable wives and mothers was necessary for the

nation to catch up with western countries. The first three translations of these child care books were °

selected for the present analysis, and their originals, authors, and translators were identified. These
were The Maternal Management of Infancy by F.H. Getchell (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1868; translated
by F. Murata, 1874) ; Die Mutter als Erzieherin ihrer Tichier und Sohne by H. Klencke (Leipzig: Kummer,
1870 ; abridged translation by Y. Kondo, 1875) ; and Advice to a Mother on the Management of Her Children
by P.H. Chavasse (12th ed.) (London: Churchill, 1875 ; abridged translation by S. Sawada, 1876).
Another author mentioned by Kondo, i. e., Hartmann (or Hartman), has not been identified. All of
these original texts were written by practitioners and dealt not only with physical care and illness, but
also with discipline and education. Though not completely free from errors, Murata’s full translation is
generally accurate. In order to make his translation more accessible to readers, original drawings of
Japanese style childrearing were inserted in the Japanese edition. In the abridged translations by Kondo
and Sawada, some assimilation processes were operative, including selected editing of the contents and
insertion of translator’s opinions. Some of the western advice was congenial to Japanese readers because

it was similar to that given by Japanese experts of the early modern period.
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