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A study on Shinpei Goto’s “Mei-ka Theory”
by Shuitsu HINO

Shinpei Goto made an expression, Mei-ka, which meant the price or the value of human life.

Mei-ka has been thought of as a term which symbolised his pro-middle class health policy. Namely,
Mei-ka has been connected with the opinion that the targets of his health policy were the middle and
upper classes and he made the lower classes his new target after his study in Germany and during the
Sino-Japanese war.

According to my research, the targets of his health policy were unchanged. His main targets were
always labourers and the poor, i.e., lower class people. On the other hand, the targets of enlightenment
of his health policy were usually the middle and upper classes. Mei-ka was the logic or tool of this
enlightenment. This educational role of Mei-ka did not change even after his study in Germany and

the Sino-Japanese war.
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