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The bacillus isolated from whooping cough patients by Henry Koplik
by Yasuaki FUKASE

Henry Koplik (1858-1927), well-known as the discoverer of the pathognomonic membranous spot in
measles (Koplik’s spot), isolated a bacillus from a case of whooping cough in Good Samaritan Hospital,
New York (1897), The X-bacillus, as it was named by Koplik, was found in 14 of 16 cases by plate
culture or microscopically.

In a pure culture, Koplik found that the bacillus grew in a finely dotted layer, of a pearly-white
colour, on hydrocele medium. The bacillus is motile, and when stained with Loefller’s methylene blue
in a pure culture on hydrocele fluid, it appears as a remarkably delicate, short bacillus, thinner than
the diphteria bacillus. In none of the animal experiments were lung lesions produced, nor were there
characteristic convulsive symptoms.

On the other hand, Jules Bordet (1870-1961), who found the bacillus in the sputa from cases of
pertussis on agar-agar medium containing blood, glycerin and potato, was greatly honour as the dis-
coverer of the bacillus of pertussis (Bordetella pertussis). He is well-known also for his many and

lengthy accomplishments, which followed in succession employing his new technique of serum reactions.
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