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The Kessei Yakuin, Serum Institute of the Imperial
Government of Japan
Takeshi ODAKA

The Kesseiyakuin was founded in 1896 for the purpose of producing antidiphtheric serum as a
government enterprise under the supervision of the Minister of Home Affairs. Dr. Sibasaburo Kitasato
played the role of leader and main posts were held by his followers. The office and laboratories were
located in Shiba Park, whereas animals for immunization were kept at Shirokanesanko-cho.

The Kesseiyakuin supplied almost all domestic demand for antisera to diphtheria, plague, cholera,
tetanus and habu venom, as well as vaccines for plague and cholera.

In 1905, due to the tight-financial policy at the time of the Russo-Japanese War, the Kesseiyakuin

was merged with the Lymph Institute to form the Institute for Infectious Diseases.
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This article summarizes the activities of the Kesseiyakuin, using the institute’s official annual reports

which are kept in the Institute of Medical Science, University of Tokyo.
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