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On the use of Moulages in Japan
by Yoji NAGATOYA

In the medical field, moulages were made in order to reproduce faithfully, in three dimensional
form, impressions of the diseased areas, especially in the dermatology departments of Europe. In the
Meiji era, Keizo Dohi, who had studied in Vienna, introduced the technique into our country and
the making of moulages was entrusted mainly to Yu Ito. Quite a number of his works are still kept
in Tokyo University. Most of the Departments of Dermatology which started before the Second World
War had full-time technicians for making moulages.

Seventeen Japanese universities have kept one or more moulages made at that time in some form
or other. Though moulages have been superseded by colour photographs, nonetheless it is desirable
to preserve some original moulages because they provide accurate impressions of various afflictions no

longer prevalent.
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