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The A. J. Bauduin Letters
Sumio ISHIDA
The A.J. Bauduin letters are kept at the Central Archieves in The Hague, the Netherlands. These
letters are the private letters of A.J. Bauduin (1829-90), younger brother of Dr A.F. Bauduin, (1820~
85), and they comprise 164 letters from the priod 1855 to 1874. About 100 of the letters, from 1859 to
1874, are letters from Japan. 2

These contain much information concerning medical history. The main points clarified by the letters



are as follows:
1. It is suggested that the introduction of the ophthalmoscope of Donders to Japan was in 1861.

It was previously believed that it was introdced by Dr. Bauduin in 1862.

2. It is confirmed that the departure date of Dr. Pompe from Japan was Nov. 1st, 1862.

3. It is confirmed that the date of arrival of Dr. Bauduin in Dejima was Oct. 28th, 1862.

4. Dr. Bauduin went to Batavia in Java from Dec. 1866 to March 18th, 1867. It was previously
believed that he went to the Netherlands during this period.

5. The Japanese Government wanted Dr. Bauduin to revisit Japan as of about Feb. 1868. It was
believed that he stayed in Shanghai in 1868, but in fact he stayed in Rotterdam.

6. Dr. Mansvelt fell sick from Feb. to April, 1863 and he recuperated at A.]J. Bauduin’s private
house in Dejima.

7. Dr. van der Heyden was a friend of Bauduin family before his visit to Japan.

The A.]J. Bauduin letters contain much additional new information concerning medical history. The
letters must be considered to be very important material to the research of medical history during the

latter half of the 19th Century.
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