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Japanese Medical Students Studying in Europe from 1868~1886
by Fujiaki NIINOMI

The Meiji government sent abroad young students under one of the accelerated plans for the
modernization of Japan following the beginning of the Meiji restoration. In particular in 1870, thirteen
medical students were sent from TOHKOU (Tokyo) and other places (Osaka and Nagasaki) to
Germany. However, most of them became not medical doctors, but diplomats, officials, statesmen or
scientists.

A new medical university system was begun in 1872 by German teachers (Miller & Hoffmann).
For eight years, Japanese medical students were educated in German only, and a graduation was held
in 1878.

Three students (I. Shimizu, J. Shindoh and K. Ume) were selected from the college of Tokyo
university, and they were sent to Germany by the government as medical specialists. This system
continued until the system of regulations was charged in 1886. This paper looks at the Japanese medical
students studying in Germany from 1868~1886.
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