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A Pathography of Tamon-in Eishun
—A Case of Syphilis in the 16th Century Japan
by Akira NAKAMURA

The majority of the chronicle of Tamon-in was written by a buddhist namd Eishun. He wrote
daily about the affairs of buddhist temples, politics, economy and contemporary epidemics. Besides
these he described his own ailments and treatments. The author discovered syphilitic symptoms among
Eishun’s descriptions, including primary stage to late neurosyphilis, lasting 27 years.

At first Eishun described his chancres and inguinal lymph node enlargement (primary stage). The-
reafter, he wrote of small skin rashes and ocular trouble (secondary stage) during his 52nd and 53rd
years. 2

At the age of 58, Eishun wrote about his nasal collapse, which is thought to be due to gummatous
lesions (tertiary stage).

At 69 years old, signs of late neurosyphilis appeared. For example, from this year he frequently
wrote about his ataxic gait (probably tabes dorsalis). And at 78 years old, he suddenly began to
suffer from violent lightning pain (tabetic pain) over a period of about 3 months.

His chronicle ended the next year, but the year of his death is not known.
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