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An Index of the Reference Documents
in the “Honzo-Wamyo”

by Makoto MAYANAGI

The “Honzo-Wamyo”, written by Sukehito FUKANE presumably in 918 A.D., the oldest extant
materia medica in Japan, has been regarded as one of the most important documents for the study of
history of materia medica and the Japanese language, even including dictionaries. One of the most
important contributions of this book might be the compilation of materials selected from the vast
number of foregoing medical documents in East Asia. The present author would like to point out the
following two points to show how the “Honzo Wamyo” is very important from the viewpoint of medi-
cal history.

1) Most of original sources cited fly FUKANE have been long since lost.

2) This book presents a good authority on such medical documents before the medieval era in
China and their introduction into Japan.

For these reasons the “Honzo Wamyo” might be regarded as one of the few important documents
by which we can trace out the more original form of its ancient sources. The indexing of reference

documents is necessary for the analysis of such ancient documents.
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