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On the Cultivation of Panax Shinseng by the
Nagoya (Owari) Clan in the Edo Era

by Masaichi YASUE

An attempt at cultivating Panax shinseng on a large scale at Togokuohayashi in Nagoya (Owari)
Clan had failed by the year 1770. Another attempt at Panax cultivation was undertaken by the Nagoya
Clan from 1884 to 1888 at the foot of Mount Ontake. This time, the director of the plan was Totaro
Azai, the head of the clan doctors. Heikuro Yoshida, a famous herbalist of the time, cooperated with
this test. Working in rural areas this time, the head of the clan distributed between 100 to 1000 Panax
shinseng seeds to farmers, the amount being in proportion to each farmer’s capacity. Thus four years

later, it was possible for the clan to begin the collection of Panax roots.
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