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It consists

On the buccal mucous membrane and the inside of the lips, we invariably see a distinct eruption
In the centre of each spot, there is noted, in strong daylight, a

of small, irregular spots, of a bright red color.
minute bluish white speck. These red spots, with accompanying specks of a bluish white color, are absolutely

pathognomonic of beginning measles, and when seen can be relied upon as the forerunner of the skin eruption
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The Koplik’s spots are grayish-white dots, usually as small as grains of sand, with a slight reddish, mottled
areola around them; occasionally, they are hemorrhagic. They tend to occur on the buccal mucosa opposite the

lower molars, but may spread irregularly over the rest of the buccal mucosa.
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The Acceptance of Koplik’s Spot in the
Japanese Medical World

by Yasuaki FUKASE

Koplik’s spot, discovered by Henry Koplik (1858~1927) in 1896, is a pathognomonic symptom of
measles. John Quier and other many doctors discovered enanthema on the buccal mucous membrane,
but Koplik was the first to evaluate the enanthema correctly in the diagnosis of measles.

After Japanese doctors read the translated summary of Koplik’s original paper on “Chugai-izi-
shimpo” No. 411 (May 1897) for the first time, many discussions were held in meetings of the Pediatric
Society on the meaning of Koplik’s spot. The view was put forward that Koplik’s spot might appear
only seldom in cases of measles in Japan during these discussions. On the other hand, reports that
Koplik’s spot was regarded as pathognomonic gradually increased and the significance of Koplik’s spot
was widely recognised by Japanese doctors by about 1907, nearly ten years after Koplik’s discovery.
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