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A Newly Found Copy of the “Ranto Kotohajime” and
Kosai Nagasaki

by
Shinzo TSUDA

Japanese modern medicine began with the introduction of Dutch medicine in the Edo era. On
this subject, “Rangaku Kotohajime”, written by Gempaku Sugita in 1815, is a very important memoir.

To our regret, we have not found his original book yet, and we have only 10 copies of this book
even now.

The author recently discovered a copy of this book named “Ranto Kotohajime”. This copy was
copied by Gentaku Otsuki and presented to Kosai Nagasaki in 1820.

Kosai Nagasaki (1799~1864) studied Dutch medicine under Gentaku Otsuki in Edo in 1817.

This copy has several helpful notes by Koseki Nagasaki. He was convinced that the original title
of this book had been “Rangaku Kotohajime” and so on the inside of the cover of this copy he had

raised the question of this title.
This newly found copy should contribute to the study of medical history in Japan.
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