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First General Anesthesia by Dohryu Mikami in Tsugaru

by
Akitomo MATSUKI

After Seishu Hanaoka’s sensational success in excision of a breast tumor of Aiya Kan under general
anesthesia in 1804, many students who wanted to take lessons at Hanaoka’s private school of medicine
gathered around him from all over Japan. This is clearly shown by the fact that the students
numbered only thirty five for ten years before 1804 but they increased to 284 for ten years after 1804.

A total of twelve medical students entered his school from the Tsugaru area.



Dohryu Mikami was one of them, entering the school in 1843 after S. Hanaoka’s death.

The details of his medical career and his family are not known yet. However, according to
“Koh-han Meiji Itto shi” by Kanpachiro-Naito, before 1864, Dohryu Mikami performed a replantation
of the nose of a girl who suffered from syphilis under general anesthesia. She recovered completely
from surgery after two weeks and she had neither cosmetic suffering nor any speaking disability.

The author also investigated historical documents and Mikami’s grave to clarify his familial relation-

ships.
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