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The Significance of Item No. 478 of Maspero’s Documents on
Sir Aurel Stein’s Kharakhoto Excavation

by
Hiroshi KOSOTO

In 1917, as part of The 3rd Central Asia Expedition, the Englishman Sir Aurel Stein visited

Kharakhoto and carried out archeological excavations there for 8days. A total of 607 fragments of old
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documents were found on this expedition. These were translated and researched by the French sinologist



Henri Maspero and published after his death. Among these was a fragment of a medical text which

had been printed (wood cut).
Although Maspero was not aware of what this document was, the author, after examining, it
arrived at the following conclusions:

1. This fragment (No. 478) is from the “Qian Jin Fang”.
2. This edition of the “Qian Jin Fang” is from the Yuan period, when it was printed as a reprint

of a Southern Sung period edition that was not revised in the Northern Sung period. This fragment
is from the first half of the 14th leaf of the 13th chapter. The existence of this printing of the

“Qian Jin Fang” was not known up until this discovery.
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