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Supplement on the Historical Studies of Aneurinase-Bacilli
by
Zensaku YOSHII

Some information was added to the historical studies of Aneurinase (An) and An-bacilli, particularly
to the description in the article by Matsumura and Marui in 1986. Some different interpretations on
An-bacilli from them could be seen.

The taxonomic problem between An-bacilli and so-called beriberi-bacterium of Matsumura (1928)
was discussed, and considerable differences between them were noticed. The former belongs to genus
Bagillus and genus Clostridium with both spore-formation and An-production, but the latter might be a
kind of colon bacilli and was not proved to show An-production.

Regarding pathogenicity, that of An-bacilli on beriberi is still indistinct, because the present inter-
pretations of the causative conditions of An-bacilli are still insufficient to be asserted.

A brief history of the development of studies on An-bacilli was described, and academic people who
had contributed on this field in Japan were also introduced. Moreover, a fall of studies on An and An-

bacilli was described and its causes were discussed.
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