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Establishment of National Institute of Health of Japan

and reorganization of the Institute for Infectious Diseases, e
Imperial University of Tokyo.
. o
Takeshi ODAKA
The National Institute of Health of Japan (NIH) was founded on May 21, 1947 to control the
assay of biologic products as well as to conduct fundamental research on problems of national impor-
tance in the field of public health.
The time was during the occupation period after the end of the World War IL. The Public Health &
©
~t

and Welfare Section of General Headquarters, headed by Colonel Crawford F. Sams, strongly pushed



the project of establishing the institute under the Ministry of Public Health and Welfare. Japan was
too poor at that time to ecstablish a new national institute, so the Institute for Infectious Discases
offered about half of its personnel, facilities and space to the NIH.

This paper describes the development of the NIH and historical changes of the Institute for

Infectious Diseases.
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