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The Charity Society for the Mentally Ill
by
Yasuo OKADA

The Charity Society for the Mentally Ill was founded in 1902 on the initiative of Prof. Kure Shiizo
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(1865-1937). While studying in Austria and in Germany, he was fold of the “Hilfsverein fiir Geistes-
kranke”. Coming back home he made the aquaintance of the Ladies’ Society of Health. To improve
the miserable conditions of the mentally ill, he planned to found a ladiecs’ charity socicty. Okada
Tokuko, a member of the Ladies’ Society of Health, assisted Kure to organize the Charity Society.
The Society comforted in-patients of mental hospitals with plays and sent comfort bags and clothes
to poor patients. It built mental wards to admit poor patients, opened counselling office on mental
illness and treated out-patients free of charge. The Society planned to open a institution for the
rehabilitation of the mentally ill, but the institution did not eventuate owing to a shortage of funds.
During war-time, the Society was amalgamated into the Society of Mental Welfare.
: In short, the chief undertakings of the Society were social works, in a wide sense, for the menta-
lly ill. At the same time it was the first mental health organization in Japan. (In this author’s
abstract, the family name is put before the personal name according to the originai Japanese style,

including the author’s name.)
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