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On the Number of Citations from Foregoing Materials
in the Ishinho

—as Answer to Prof. Yabuuchi—

by
Ji-Xing Ma

In October 1984 I presented a survey on the “Preliminary Research into the Ancient Medical
Documents as Presented in the Ishinho” on the occasion of the millenium anniversary of the Ishinho,
which took place in Kyoto (cf. Vol. 31, No. 3 of this journal). In that presentation I reported that
more than 10 thousand citations from more than 200 sources have been made in the Ishinho with
relevant details. Lately, I read Prof. Yabuuchi’s article on the “old medical documents cited in the
Ishinho” (“I-tan”, No. 54 of the second series). Prof. Yabuuchi, in his article, compared my data with
those of the late Dr. Okanishi in his book “So izen iseki ko” and pointed out the considerable differ-
ence between these two works. For example, he explained that the citations from the “Xiao bin fang”

counted by Ma and by Okanishi were 536 and 215 respectively. (The present author would like to
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correct my original count of 536 to 541). Surely, the statistics of Dr. Okanishi and those I recounted
are quite different. But this difference is due to the difference in the manner of counting citations
used by Dr. Okanishi and myself. The present author will try to explain the background of this issue
using the example of the “Xiao bin fang” and other few materials as my answer to the question from

Prof. Yabuuchi.
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