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A Study of the Secret Pill “Tsugaru-Ichiryu-Kintan”

by
Akitomo MATSUKI
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Chusai Shibue, who belonged to the Tsugaru feudal clan, was a famous physician at the end of



Edo period. He edited six books named “Chokusha-denki-sho” which were exerpts from the on-duty
diary of the physicians of Tsugaru feudal clan in Edo.

The reason why he edited these volumes is still unknown to us, however, it is stongly suspected
that he might have been planing to write a medical history related to the Tsugaru feudal clan.

Several important descriptions regarding the pills are found in the diary. In these descriptions, it
is clarified that only five physicians in Edo and four physicians in Hirosaki were permitted to produce
Tsugaru-Ichiryu-Kintan in the Tsugaru clan in 1883.

As there were some exceptions, the secret method of making the pills was taught by heredity.

It is not yet clear when Tsugaru-Ichiryu-Kintan was produced for the first time or how many

pills were produced in a year.
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