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A Study on Measles and Variola in the Present Texts of
“Daidoruishuho”

by
Akira NAKAMURA

The book of old Japanese prescriptions called “Daidoruishuho” was compiled in the 3rd year of
Daido (808 A.D.) in the Heian period. However, the original book was soon lost and the present texts

which are available to us are said to be of dubious reliability.

The author studied the 85th chapter of this book and verified that the chapter was devoted to

measles of variola, which proved to be described, to our astonishment, from a rather modern nosogra-
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phic standpoint.
So, the authour presumes that the chapter was written in the early Edo period (17th C.) and

influenced by Chinese medical knowledge.
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