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Newly-Found Kamakura Period Manuscripts of the
“ISHINHO” Vol. 13 in the KONGO Temple

by
Haruyuki TONO

The “Ishinho” is known as the oldest extant medical work in the medical history of Japan. There

exist numbers of manuscripts known today, but pre-medieval examples are very rare. The newly-found
medieval MS. owned by the Kongo temple in Osaka Prefecture was heretofore unknown in the acade-
mic world. It is a one volume copy from the “Ishinho” Vol. 13, although part is omitted, and is
considered as having originated in about the middle of the thirteenth century.

By comparing it’s contents and format with other known MSs., it has been confirmed that there
are no other MSs. of the same genealogy. This newly-found MS. would contribute greatly to the

study of the MS. genealogy of “Ishinho” and it’s revisions.
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