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Fifty five years of Chinese Medical History (1949~1984)
by
Li Jing-Wei

The study of medical history in China is blessed with a long history and a fine tradition. However,
at the same time, it is difficult to see it as an independent field of study since it is relatively undevelo-
ped, having in sufficient theoretical structure. Not only that, but for a period of 100 years it was never
completely free from the influences of colonialism.

However, in the last 35 years, the sphere of medical history studies in China has been swept free
of all colonial influence and great effort has been put into research, with the result that a little progress

has been made. However we are still a long way from achieving recognition as an independent field

of study.
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In the study of medical history in China at present, there still remain many fields needing work
and the people to do it, however I would like to introduce the situation at present from the following
five viewpoints: “Academic Societies, Research Groups and their Journals”; “Research Systems and

Research”: “Education’; “Museum and Depositories’; and “Trends in Research”.
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