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Kensai IKEDA, Supplement

by
Yoji NAGATOYA

Kensai IKEDA (1841-1918) was born in Niigata Prefecture as the second son of Kenzo IRISAWA.
He went to Tokyo and studied under Koan OGATA at “Igakusho’, the school of medicine run by the
Tokugawa Government. Soon Koan died, but Kensai became his adopted son for the sake of formality
(the family register showing this still exists) and then became an adopted son of Genchu IKEDA, me-
dical officer of the Tokugawa Government, who came from Shimane Prefecture. In 1864 he went to
Nagasaki and studied under Antonius F. Bauduin. In 1870 he went to Germany to study, and after
coming back to Japan he was appointed the first president of the medical school of Tokyo University.
He became the first Doctor of Medicine in Japan in 1880, also held the positions of Army Surgeon and
Court Physician and contributed to the foundation of medical education and treatment in Japan.

He left “Memoirs” (1917), but no satisfactory research study of him had been undertaken until his
letters were recently found and deciphered by his family. Meanwhile Kenya HORIE conducted research

concerning his career which was regrettably discontinued because of HORIE’s death.
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