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A Letter of Baien Miura, a Philosopher-doctor

by
Shizu SAKAI

Baien Miura (1713-89) was a very excellent philosopher and physician. He was born in Tominaga,
near Kitsuki city of Ooita prefecture and spent most of his life there. He studied medicine and philo-
sophy by himself. However, he had relations with many friends by letters. Recently I found a letter
which nobody noticed.

This letter was written to Goryu Asada, who was born in Kitsuki and lived in Osaka. Miura was
used to ask him many questions on anatomy and astronomy. In this letter he asked some questions
on astronomy. Moreover, this letter showed who and when made Miura acquainted with Nakai’s bro-
thers, who were famous philosophers and gave a great influence on him.

This letter was written on 14th of April without year. As the result of my research of the content
of this letter and the related records, it was decleared that Miura was introduced to Nakai by Asada in

1774.
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