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Notes on the Origin of the Word ‘‘Hoi-gaku”
by
Tsuneo KOSEKI

It is known that Kuniyoshi Katayama (1855-1931) advocated, in place of the previous term,
“Saiban-igaku”, the use of the Japanese word “Hoi-gaku” to mean “Legal medicine”, in 1890. But
it is not true that Katayama coined this word.

According to the author’s research, it was Hiizu Miyake (1848-1938) who first used this word,

earlier than Katayama, in about 1885.

In this paper, the author will describe and discuss the derivation and the process of popularization
of the word ‘“Hoi-gaku”, and then conclude that this word was composed using three consistents,

“ho” (law), “i” (medicine) and ‘“‘gaku” (-logy).
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