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Here lyes Sara Kennedy spouse to Archibald
Smellie in Lanark who came into this life
April 6 1657 and departed April 20 1727.
Also the said Archibald Smellie lyes here who
died June 25,1735 Aged 71.

This is Doctor William Smellie’s Burial-Place,

who died March 5th 1763, aged 66.
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Here lyes Euphan Borland, spouse to the said

Doctor Smellie who died June 27th 1769,

aged 72.
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William Smellie, M.D. by John Glaister, 1894, Glasgow.

William Smellie, The Master of British Midwifery, by R.W. Johnstone, 1952, London

The Chamberlens and the Midwifery Forceps, by J.H. Aveling, 1977, AMS. PRESS INC.

The Healers, A History of Medicine in Scotland, by David Hamilton, 1981, Edingburgh.

JAN VAN RYMSDYK, Medical Artist of the Eighteenth Century, by John L. Thornton, 1982, New York.
Edinburgh University, by Ray Footman and Bruce Young, 1983, Edingburh.

From Barber-Surgeon to Modern Doctor, by Erwin H. Eckerknecht, Bull. Hist. Med. 1984, 58: 545-553
The Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine.

Dr. William Hunter’s Museum, Glasgow Univ. C.H. Brock.

ANTIQUE MEDICAL INSTRUMENTS, by Elisabeth Bennion, 1979, London.

History of Obstetrics, 1983, Edited by Teizo Ogawa, Maruzen Company.
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Relics and a brief history of William Smellie
by
Yoshikazu SUGITATSU

William Smellie was born in Lanark, Scotland in 1697 and died there in 1763. He worked as a
practitioner of obstetrics and taught midwifery in London from 1739 to 1759. He became known as
“The Master of British Midwifery”.

“A Set of Anatomical Tables, which was written by Smellie and published in London 1754, was
imported to Japan on board a Dutch ship around 1770.

That book contributed to the development of obstetrics in Japan.

I visited Scotland and London in the latter part of April and early May, 1984, during which time
I was able to see various relics and historical materials relating to William Smellie.

They are as follows:

1. The William Smellie Memorial Hospital in Lanark.

2. William Smellie’s grave in the graveyard of St. Kentigern’s church in Lanark.
3. William Smellie library in the Lindsay Institute in Lanark.

4. Smyllum in Lanark where he died in 1763.
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. A Self-portrait at age 23. (Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh)

An Engraved portrait at age 56. (Royal College of Physicians of London)

“A Set of Anatomical Tables” (The Wellcome Institute in London)

Various obstetrical instruments which were invented by William Smellie (The Science Museum

in London)
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