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The Secret Anesthetic used in the Repair of a
hare-lip performed by Tokumei Takamine in Ryukyu

by
Akitomo MATSUKI

In 1689, Tokumei Takamine (1653-1783), a diplomat of the Ryukyu dynasty, learned a secret
procedure for plastic surgery of a hare-lip along with an anesthetizing drug from a traveling physician
named Koh-Kai-yu (3#%£7) in Fukushu during Takamine’s visit to China.

A grandson of Sho-tei, the king of the Ryukyu dynasty, named Sho-eki suffered from a hare-lip
and his family was very anxious about this congenital defect of Sho-eki.

They asked Takamine to learn the secret of rectifying the hare-lip from Koh-Kai-yu and then
operate on Sho-eki since Takamine was an excellent interpreter and was capable of fully understanding
the method.

After repeated requests from Takamine, Koh-Kai-yu finally decided to teach him the method and
Takamine mastered the essentials of the procedure within twenty days.

In May of 1689, he came back to Ryukyu from China, and in August of the same year, Takamine
performed several trial operations on five patients with hare-lips to ensure the safety of the drugs he

had been instructed to use by Koh-Kai-yu.
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On November 20th of 1689, he successfully performed an operation on the hare-lip of Sho-eki, the
grandson of the King Sho-tei.

The components of anesthetics he employed are still unclear to us, because Takamine promised
Koh-Kai-yu not to teach others the secret.

Through a detailed consideration of several descriptions of the drug, the date of the preliminary
trial operations and the histopharmacological background, it might be concluded that components of the

drugs would have been Datura Stramonium L. (ZFERETE, Child Rhizoma (JI|%), Atractylodis Lanceae

Rhizoma (%7ft), Angllicae Radix (34J7), Aconiti Tuber (fffF) and Rhodendron Mille G. Don (G2 -

DI

G275)
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