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A Study on Secret Pills ‘‘Tsugaru-Ichiryu-Kintan” (1)

——The Case of Eiju Asagoe——

by
Akitomo MATSUKI

Production of the secret pills “Tsugaru-Ichiryu-Kintan” was strictly controlled by the Tsugaru
feudal clan in the Tokugawa period, since opium was one of the components of the pills.

Drugs containing opium were not produced by any other feudal clans except for Tsugaru district,
because they were not available in any other district. ~ Even in the Tsugaru feudal clan, only several
feudal physicians were allowed to produce and sell the pills.

In 1830, the following serious incident took place. A physician named Eiju Asagoe sold thirty of
the small-size Ichiryu-Kintan pills to his father’s friends without permission.

Since Eiju Asagoe was a feudal physician of Tsugaru clan, but was not allowed to produce the
pills, the Tsugaru feudal clan accused him of breaking feudal law and asked him to submit a detailed

explanation concerning the circumstances of the sale.
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In Asagoe’s explanation, he sold pills, which his father had left him to keep for future use, at the

carnest request of his father’s friends.
As there was neither crime nor money trouble involved in this case, he was permitted to continue

his profession without punishment.
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