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Medical Officers in the Infantry Regiments

by
Yasuaki FUKASE

The infantry regiments which were organized in Edo in 1863, included doctors who treated sick
and wounded soldiers in the regiment and on the battle fields. These may be our country’s first
army doctors.  The number of the medical officers was one-hundred and one during the five years
from 1863 to 1868 according to the ‘“Igakusho Goyodome” (Memorandum on Medical School of Edo)
by Tezuka Ryosai.

At first all the doctors were ranked equally in the regiment, but later six of them were promoted

to the rank of supervising-doctor. The rank of assistant was introduced in 1864, after which
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thirty-five out of 101 doctors served in that rank. It is thought that this system was in response to

the demands of the army.

This article also includes details of the salary and service-area allowance of the medical officers,

and their hair styles and dress.
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