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The Faithful Copy of the ‘‘Ishinho” by the staff of
the Yedo=Igakukan Medical Academy

by
Domei YAKAZU

The “Ishinho”, the oldest extant medical work in Japan, was written by Yasuyori Tanba and
dedicated to the Emperor En’yu in 984 A.D. During the reign of the Emperor Ogimachi (1560-86) it
was presented to Dr. Nakarai, a member of the most influential family of court physicians at that time.

After that it was held in keeping for many years in the family Nakarai. The Yedo-Igakukan Medi-
cal Academy, presided over by members of the family Taki, descendants of Yasuyori Tanba and another
influencial family of court physicians family, wanted to borrow and read the original text of the “Ishinho”’
because of its unsurpassed value in the bibliographical study of medicine. But this request was refused
due to stroﬁg opposition from the family Nakarai. The Yedo-Igakukan then took advantage of its
governmental authority to move the Tokugawa Shogunate Government to succeed in finally borrowing
the original text of the “Ishinho” in 1854.  After a faithful copy of the original text had been made
by the working staff of the Academy, the Yedo-Igakukan published the facsimilie edition in 1860,
probably the largest and final undertaking by the Academy. Risshi Mori, a member of the working
staff' of this project described the process in detail in his book “Ishinho-Teiyo”. It is the present author’s

intention to try to describe this project with reference mainly to the “Ishinho-Teiyo”.
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