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The Development of Psychiatric Services in Pre-War Japan

by
Yasuo OKADA

The official medical statistics are much deficient in statistics regarding pre-war psychiatric
services, and lack those for psychiatric hospitals and for psychiatric beds before 1928. I have
tried to calculate the number of psychiatric hospitals and of psychiatric beds, using several
documents.

The first and public mental asylum was founded in Kyoto Prefecture in 1875, but the
establishment of psychiatric services was very slow. It was only in 1918 that the number of
psychiatric beds per 100,000 population exceeded 10.0. Till 1920, more than two thirds of the
beds were concentrated in three major prefectures, and more than half were in Tokyo
Metoropolitan prefecture.

In 1935, the number of psychiatric beds reached the level of 28.97 per 100, 000 population.
83.7% of those beds belonged to private hospitals with a psychiatric department only. This
fundamental structure of Japanese psychiatric services remains unchanged even today, when
psychiatric beds per 100, 000 population are as many as 269.7(in 1982).
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