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Procedures used for the Preparation of Decoctions,
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Fifteen procedures, used for the preparation of dicoctions, ointments and plasters in the

Ma-wang-tui manuscript Wu-shih-erh-ping-fang, were examined in detail. However, some,
like shan g%, remain not fully explained. In some cases, similar procedures were not clearly

distinguished. The use of various procedures suggests that pharmaceutical techniques were

not developed at the beginning of the Former Han dynasty.
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