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Letters by Dr. Pompe van Meerdervoort Concerning
Japanese Animal Specimens

by
Sumio ISHIDA and Harm Beukers

We found 23 letters by Dr. Pompe van Meerdervoort concerning Japanese animal specimens in
the Leiden National Museum of Natural History, the Netherlands. Information regarding the
condition of the specimens in this museum is contained in the article ‘“‘Japanese animals collected
by Pompe van Meerdervoort” written by E. KANAZAWA and T. KAMIYA. There are 6 letters
which were sent from Dr. Pompe to the museum, 8 letters from the museum to Dr. Pompe, 2
receipts of specimen by the museum to Dr. Pompe, 2 lists of specimens, 4 prepared papers for
the specimens and one letter in French. The oldest of these is dated the 23rd Feb. 1861 and the
most recent is from May 1866. A summary of the content of these letters is as follows. Dr.
Pompe van Meerdervoort visited the Leiden Museum of National History in Nov. 1856 before his
departure to Japan. He met with the director of this museum Mr. Temminck. Mr. Temminck
did not treat Pompe politely, Pompe became angry and began investigations of the natural history
in Japan by himself. At first he sent a specimen of a salamander to Paris, not Leiden.

Temminck’s succesor, H. Schlegel, apologized and asked Pompe to continue his investigation of
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So Pompe sent specimens of birds, mammals, shells, amphibia and

natural history in Japan.
Some of these specimens arc currently held by the

butterflies back to the Leiden Museum.

musculnil.
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