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On the trip to Nagasaki by Kokan Shiba

by
Hajime SODA

Kokan Shiba (1747-1818) who was one of founders of western style drawing in Japan travelled
to Nagasaki and heard about the capture of a whale, this trip was made on the recommendation

of Gentaku Otsuki, a famous scholar of Dutch Learning. This recommendation was made because
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Gentaku Otsuki became interested in whales while studying ‘“‘unicorn” (horn of narwhal i.e.

western drugs).
During his stay in Nagasaki Kokan painted portraits of many interpreters. One of these was

Kogyu Yoshio (1724-1800) and a copy of his portrait was acquired by Gentaku Otsuki out of his

respect.
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