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De ontleedkunde en weefselleer wordt, helaas! nog geheel theoretisch gegeven, ten minste voor zoovrre het prakti-

schgedeelte van het werken op het lijk afhangt; gelukkig had ik vele ja de meeste beenderen van het menschlijk

ligchaam in bezit, die van den schedel allem, zoodat ik de osteologie geregeld met hen kan vervolgen.
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Fortunately, I already had most of the bones of the body and all the parts of the skull.
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On the History of the Skull Brought to Japan by
Pompe van Meerdervoort

by

Toshiro KAMIYA and Eisaku KANAZAWA

Dr. J.L.C. Pompe van Meerdervoort was a medical doctor who stayed in Japan from 1857 to
1862 as a member of the 2nd Dutch naval detachment. He was the first man who brought sys-
tematic Europian medical education and modern clinical technique to Japan. Before going back to
his country, he gave a skull which was used in the teaching of anatomy to Dr. Matsumoto who
was the first student in Pompe’s school. Dr. Matsumoto said that the skull originated from the
cadaver of a naval officer, Pompe’s friend, who died just before coming to Japan. When he died,
he said that he would like to give his own skull to Dr. Pompe and asked him to bring it to
Japan as anatomical material. Nobody knows whether the story above is true or not.

We made a research in the Netherlands on the historical materials around Pompe and the naval
detachment in 1856 or 1857. Among many historical records, letters and so on, we found the Dutch
Scientific paper written by Pompe in which the skull was brought by Pompe. However, there is
no confirmation in the materials that the skull was from the naval officer. The difficulty in finding
records of naval detachment was due to the German bombing of Rotterdam in 1940. The impor-

tant historical records before it were completely destroyed.
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