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The Examination in Psychiatry in the Edo Medical School
(the 1st report)

by
Yasuo OKADA

The, Taki family transmitted by heredity the position of the chief medical officer of the Toku-
gawa Shogunate, and represented the school of Chinese medicine, which vigorously investigated
ancient literature. The Edo Medical School was founded by the Taki family in 1765, and was

recognized as a public medical school in 1791. In the Edo Medical School examinations for
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medicl officers and their relatives were held twice a year. But concrete facts of the examination
are not known.

The Society for the Research of Psychiatric History possesses manuscripts, entitled “A Treatise
on Insanity (or, a treatise on flien i, hsten Jij and k‘wang 5£)”. The manuscript was written on
ruled paper of the Medical School by 22 persons, including Katsuragawa Hoetsu (1835~1876) and
Taki Antaku (1824~1876). The examination, now left in the form of these manuscripts, must have
been held in 1850 or so.

Examinees discussed concepts of tien, hsien and k‘uang, veferring to the “Huang-ti nei-ching ¥
7 P9%%E, the Inner Classic of the Yellow Emperor” and other classics of Chinese medicine. Almost
all the examinees advocate that tien and Asien are the same convulsive disease, that hsien is tien in
children, and that k‘uang is a mental disease. This view was the conclusion of views on insanity
by ancient Chinese medicine, and added nothing new.

Towards the end of the 18th century traditional medicine developed interests into psychiatric
problems. These manuscripts represent the then growing interests. (In this author’s abstract, the
family name of the Japanese is put before his personal name, according to the original Japanese

style.)
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